
pray for us as we undergo 

this awesome task. 

1 Chronicles 28—”Do not 

be afraid or discouraged, 

for the Lord God is with 

you.” 

Your Search Team 

Rich Fuller 

Tim Rakes 

Connie Ramer 

David Leonardi 

Todd Rittersbacher 

Scott Schafer 

The Search Team is work-

ing long and hard to find 

the man God has for 

Southwood. Modern tech-

nology has aided us 

greatly with electronic 

tools providing us with 

emails, the ability to re-

view sermons online,  

conference calls, etc. Still, 

it is a slow, painstaking 

task, not to be taken 

lightly as we seek God’s 

will for just the right man.  

Prayer begins and ends 

our meetings as we seek 

God’s guidance. Meetings 

are frequent and long as 

we have reduced the list 

of applicants from one 

hundred to twenty to six 

to two or three who are of 

special interest. We con-

tinue to accept applica-

tions in the event God has 

yet to have the right man 

apply. References are 

checked and asked for 

further references and 

the further references are 

asked for further refer-

ences, former churches 

are contacted and confer-

ence calls have begun. 

We know you are anxious 

for a Shepherd to lead us 

and we are also. Please 
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If you or someone you know has a pre-school child, ages 3-5, please contact us about our program of 

learning and fun! We can be reached at 856-848-8809 or office@lpdn.net.  

We offer a program which will enrich your child’s learning and introduce them to the joy of making 

friends, all in the context of a loving and nurturing environment. Our teachers care for each child 

individually, and our goal is to meet their unique needs. In addition, we gladly share the love of Jesus 

with each family and each child.  

LPDN is a fun and busy place—we’d love to show you around and have you join us in September, 

2010!! 



Are you taking advantage of 

the amazing  world of 

streaming audio on the 

web? Do you work at your 

computer many hours a 

day? If so, don’t forget to 

start the day by turning on 

your favorite Christian sta-

tion to listen online.  

 

Here are a few favorites: 

the FISH at 

www.955thefish.com 

 

K-LOVE at 

www.klove.com 

 

LIFT FM at 

www.lift985.com  (or on 

your radio at 98.5 fm if you 

are in the Bridgeton area) 

 

 

 

Reach FM at 

www.thereachfm.com  

(or on your radio at 97.1 

fm) 

Our Baby Bottle Campaign was to wind down on the 14th, but due to the Feb. 7 service 

being canceled because of snow, the final date to return the bottles has been extended to 

the 21st. 

On Sanctity of Life Sunday, (January 24), we started distributing baby bottles from the Preg-

nancy Care Center. Seventy bottles have been distributed to the church families, (each fam-

ily takes one), to be filled with coins or other cash and returned to the church on or by Feb-

ruary 21. 

The Baby Bottle Campaign is used to fund the Pregnancy Care Center’s programs that help 

women in crisis pregnancies.  After each church’s bottles have been collected by the Cen-

ter, they’ll let us know the results of our efforts ($$). Thank you for participating!  

C H R I S T I A N  R A D I O  

C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I O N  B A B Y  B O T T L E  C A M P A I G N  

S T O R Y  O F  H O P E  F R O M  A  C H R I S T I A N  R A D I O  L I S T E N E R  

next thing I knew the truck 

was flipping. When the 

truck came to a stop it was 

upside down. I couldn't 

move, so I started to panic. 

The radio was still on, I 

changed it to any station I 

could find. I found K-Love 

and the song East to West 

by Casting Crowns was 

playing. I began to pray 

then I started to cry. All of 

a sudden a presence came 

over me, telling me to re-

lax, that it will be alright, 

that I will get through this. I 

felt this calming sensation 

rush over me and all my 

fear had passed. When the 

paramedics pulled me from 

the car, the police officers 

told me that I never should 

have walked away from 

that accident. I only had a 

couple cuts on my arms. 

Every doubt I had vanished. 

I believe God was there 

with me that day. I now 

listen to Christian Radio 

every day.  

About two years ago I was 

traveling back to my home 

town to see my family for a 

few days. But little did I 

know what was about to 

happen that would change 

my life forever. I have al-

ways believed in God for as 

long as I could remember, 

but I started to lose my 

faith. I was having the 

worst trouble and couldn't 

catch a break, among other 

things. I was driving down 

this narrow country road 

when I glanced away from 

the road for a moment, the 

òthe next thing I 

knew the truck 

was flipping . . . I 

couldnõt move 

so I started to 

panicó 
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Remember the old saying, 

“garbage in, garbage out””? 

Why not  turn on  Christian 

radio? 

http://www.955thefish.com
http://www.klove.com
http://www.lift985.com
http://www.thereachfm.com


Sitting in my office on 

this snowy Sunday lis-

tening to some chill mu-

sic. I needed to get out of 

the house since I was 

having a bad case of 

cabin fever and for some 

reason none of my 

friends were awake yet. 

Can you believe them? I 

donôt understand it, or 

maybe I do. I can re-

member telling my 

friends not to call me 

before 10 AM. Now I 

have been up for 4 hours 

by that point. I am held 

to an early sleep sched-

ule by my other job. I 

also work as a job coach 

for learning disabled 

teens at Kingsway Learn-

ing Center in Moores-

town. My friends are 

calling me an old man 

lately and I am beginning 

to feel like it, but I am 

kept young by working 

with teenagers all day 

and night. A life filled 

with teens might sound 

like a nightmare to some 

but for me it is exactly 

what I like to be doing.  

 

One of the greatest joys  

I have had lately how-

ever, is getting to know 

the parents of some of 

our youth. Despite the 

importance, I had not yet 

had the opportunity to 

purposefully seek this, 

but God saw fit to bring 

us together. The truth is, 

parents have more im 

 

pact on youth than any  

other people in their  

lives, and as a youth pas-

tor this is a difficult reali-

zation. Generally youth 

pastors like to hang out 

with teens, but then sud-

denly we realize, ñIf I 

really want to make an 

impact on the youth I 

need to partner with par-

ents. OHHHH NOOOO! 

I got in this to work with 

young people. I donôt 

understand the older gen-

eration,ò but then you 

realize you got in this for 

God and not for yourself. 

You hesitantly move for-

ward in what seems like 

the opposite direction 

you had planned on 

heading with your life; 

towards connecting with 

parents.  

 

Teens may scare some 

people but parents scare 

youth pastors. We must 

face our fears however 

and seek to partner with 

and help parents in rais-

ing their youth. When a 

parent throws their kid at 

a youth pastor and says, 

ñfix himò, immediately 

you know the parent 

needs some fixing. A 

youth pastorsô role is not 

to be the parents, but to 

help solidify in the lives 

of teens the lessons they 

should have already 

learned from their par-

ents. Sometimes a parent 

can tell their child some-

thing 100 times and the  

 

kid still ignore it, then  

they hear it from a differ-

ent source and all of a 

sudden they get it. As a  

parent donôt be frustrated 

by this. The reason they 

understood it so fast 

from someone else is 

because you had already 

told them 100 times. 

Sometimes we just need 

someone else to say the 

same thing a different 

way and we get it. I hope 

to be supporting and 

helping the parents by 

teaching their youth the 

lessons they have already 

sought to instill in them. 

I hope as the youth pas-

tor here at Southwood, to 

have honest, open rela-

tionships with the parents 

as well as the teens. 

Please connect with me 

if I have not yet con-

nected with you. I am 

sure as parents you want 

the best for your chil-

dren, and we as a youth 

staff are here to help. 

 
 

S C A R Y  P A R E N T S — B Y  P A S T O R  T O D D  

Youth Group 

meets on Tuesday 

Nights from  

7 pm - 9 pm 

(sometimes 9:15). 

We love the time 

with the youth but 

we also need 

sleep, so please 

pick up your youth 

in a timely 

fashion. 

 

Sunday School 

meets at 9:15 am 

in the youth 

building Sunday 

mornings. 

 

Feb. 27 from  

1 pm - 5 pm we 

will be having a 

work project on 

the youth building. 

Putting the 

finishing touches 

on everything. 

 

April 30 will be a 

trip to the 

wonderful Teen 

Haven Camp. 

Page 3 V O L U M E  8 — I S S U E  1  



11 Griscom Lane 

West Deptford, NJ 08096 

    

Phone: 856-848-8887 

E-mail: mail@southwoodministries.org 

Building a 

Community 

in Christ 

to Reach a 

Community 

for Christ 

S O U T H W O O D  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  

Disney movies! 

Joel: What do you want to 

be when you grow up?: No 

idea! 

Jason: Favorite Christmas 

gift: Lightning McQueen 

car. He loves all cars, es-

pecially fast ones. 

Cindy: 3 things youõd do 

on a day all to yourself: 

Slowly sip a latte from 

Starbucks, read a book, 

get my nails done 

Randy: Favorite verse: 

Proverbs 3:5&6 

Ariana: Something you did 

to help someone: Wit-

nessed to my best friend, 

Julia 

Randy, Cindy, Ariana, Joel 

and Jason Richner will be 

visiting Southwood on 

Sunday, March 14th. We 

will have the privilege not 

only of hearing Randy’s 

message to us, but also, 

special music by Cindy. 

In anticipation of their 

arrival, we asked the fam-

ily to answer some ques-

tions so that you could get 

to know them on a more 

personal level. Here are 

their fun, candid answers. 

      ________________ 

Ariana: Favorite movie: 

Lord of the Rings (any of 

them) - no longer into  

Joel: Favorite Christian 

Group: DC Talk 

Jason: Favorite food: 

candy. Favorite real 

food: rice 

Cindy: family info: Sister, 

Pam, Brother Tracy. Par-

ents live in Harrisburg. 

They have visited Brazil 

occasionally. 

Randy: Dream vacation: 

anywhere the fishing is 

good. Deep sea fishing off 

the coast of Florida or 

salmon fishing in Alaska. 

Since it’s a dream, my 

family would be with me 

and enjoy fishing with me. 

I love the outdoors. 
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Southwood Ministries  

The Richner Family 

Ariana, Cindy, Jason, 

Randy, Joel  

Weõre on the web! 

www.southwoodministries.org 


