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INTROUDCTION

Psalm 90.1 – 2.   How do you see the world in which you live?

We will explore that question this morning as we seek to understand our role in the world in which we now live.
[FADE TO BLANK]
Pray


How do you see the world?  Some faithful followers of Jesus may see the world as a:

1. The world is: A Lost 				 Cause					.  The refrain is: Woe is Me!  Matthew 28.19; 1 Corinthians 15.56 – 58 
a. It is possible as you survey the landscape of the world, your community and even your family, you are: Overwhelmed by the task at hand.

i. Jesus’ command for us is: Go and make disciples of all nations…!  Matthew 28.19  This can seem like an overwhelming command.

ii. [FADE TO BLANK] In the world there are 7.5 billion people

iii. 2.3 billion Christians

iv. 3 billion Islam, Hindu, Buddhist 

v. In our county…





http://www.thearda.com/rcms2010/r/c/34/rcms2010_34015_county_name_2010.asp


b. In considering these overwhelming statistics, we can develop A construct of defeat / surrender

i. It is not so much that we give up the faith, but become so paralyzed with overwhelm that we surrender the mission Jesus gave us

ii. Example Holy Huddle, and hang on to what we have…

iii. Not risk, grow, change and adapt

c. The bible doesn’t tell us to ignore our situation, but God…

d. The first letter to the church at Corinth encourages us: For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power.  But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.  So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.  1 Corinthians 15.56 – 58 NLT

e. We are Not victims but victors because of the victory of Jesus.

It is possible to see the world as an overwhelming lost cause if we focus on it and not on the victory we have through Jesus.  It is also possible, when looking at the world of our day to see…













2. The world is: A culture 					 to be conquered					.  A Culture War.  The refrain is: Woe are they!  Leviticus 19.18; Mark 12.31; Luke 19.10; John 20.21

a. Consider our current culture for a moment…

i. 1985 met Olympic Gold Medal Pole Vaulter Bob Richards.
1. 1958 first athlete to be pictured https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=35bNipX0&id=CCEB69C8C8E0D9B31FF9AEA8BC59DA757DF9A60B&thid=OIP.35bNipX0tvrc3T3VXW_k2QHaKj&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fthumbs.media.smithsonianmag.com%2ffiler%2fBobRichards-1969-large-600.jpg__800x0_q85_crop.jpg&exph=600&expw=421&q=bob+richards+wheaties+box&simid=608051205814487995&selectedIndex=1&ajaxhist=0 on a Wheaties box
2. Gold Medalist in 1952 and 1956 Olympic Games
3. Much before my time…

ii. In my day, Bruce Jenner held this spot. https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=rGhP7w1l&id=6361FAB39B9F06A39E11E09083F5DBD5DC802A7C&thid=OIP.rGhP7w1lYZ2W9IeoDi3kKAHaKo&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mrbreakfast.com%2fucp%2f396_1583_ucp.jpg&exph=746&expw=520&q=Wheaties+Cereal+Box+Covers&simid=608027695110164384&selectedIndex=0&ajaxhist=0
1. Won the gold medal in the Decathlon in the 1976 Olympics in Montreal…the greatest athlete in the world
2. Also featured on the now infamous Wheaties box
3. And 4 decades later, https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=np33dJb7&id=DB561FE044A61AB5BA3CC23FF8956EE3317F8A2B&thid=OIP.np33dJb7feOgix0oknWpIAHaEK&mediaurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.newsapi.com.au%2Fimage%2Fv1%2Fexternal%3Furl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fcontent6.video.news.com.au%2FJ1ZzVndTqkjD3yVeRdW5LR4CxbV5CjVS%2Fpromo257460644%26width%3D650%26api_key%3Dkq7wnrk4eun47vz9c5xuj3mc&exph=366&expw=650&q=caitlyn+jenner+vanity+fair+cover&simid=608007100779202912&selectedindex=4&cbir=sbi&ajaxhist=0&vt=Default&eim=1,2,6&pivotparams=insightsToken%3Dccid_iLq5e2lE*mid_18BBAA0596CF75B32C4C59E6B3AAB88E7E96E67B*simid_608028240588640176*thid_OIP.iLq5e2lE-cPBU7Irem9isAHaEK&iss=VSI becomes [Vanity Fair over pic] Caitlyn Jenner…

iii. Hook Up App

iv. Gender confusion…Ancestry.com commercial https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ancestry.com+commercials&&view=detail&mid=6B7FE69FFDCAA40829786B7FE69FFDCAA4082978&&FORM=VDRVRV  Our culture is encouraging you to mark “Other” when it comes to gender…encouraging you to believe that there is much more than the binary choice of male or female…

v. Talking with staff bout Halloween and mentioned the waves of occult-based television programs: Arrow, Black Lightning, Charmed, Supernatural, Legacies, Riverdale, and so many others…

b. Faced with a world like this, we can see a Culture to be conquered.  The rallying cry is: Defeat the pagan culture!

c. A construct of war.  It is a battle, there will be many causalities, and nothing can stand in our way of winning this war and defeating this unholy pagan culture.

d. However, https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=1PGzBaSe&id=477155E040E8AAAFA61E9832235587E687532CED&thid=OIP.1PGzBaSe-nS8gH3qvUu3wgHaKh&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fclickamericana.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2fMake-Love-Not-War-poster-1960s.jpg&exph=1200&expw=844&q=make+love+not+war+poster&simid=607987288112498905&selectedIndex=0&cbir=sbi&ajaxhist=0 like the 1960’s hippie slogan: Make love not war, God has given us a different approach to win our culture.

i. Leviticus 19.18: Love your neighbor as yourself.

ii. Mark 12.31: Love your neighbor as yourself.  

iii. Articulated by God in the Old Testament and repeated by Jesus in the New Testament, the battle plan for our culture war is Love.

e. Jesus is our example for this.  In Luke chapter 19, Jesus said, I didn’t come to fight against and defeat and destroy those who have been absorbed into the current culture: I came to seek and save those who are lost.  Luke 19.10

f. Jesus tells us that as His followers, we are absorbed not into the culture but into the linage of Him who came to redeem the culture.  Jesus exhorts us: As the Father has sent me, I also send you.  John 20.21

g. [FADE TO BLANK] The battle is not to destroy but to rescue, redeem, and save those who are lost.

.  Wnd see












3. The world is: A Great Opportunity							.  The refrain is: Wow 			 God!  1 Corinthians 9.16












a. Whttps://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=uLyoh7je&id=187EE0D03752B5F283C6E41FF1B22A9F5C4A89F5&thid=OIP.uLyoh7jefOI-tFWN8-eeqAHaE8&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fpeopledotcom.files.wordpress.com%2f2018%2f07%2fthai-boys-cave.jpg&exph=1800&expw=2700&q=soccer+team+trapped+in+thailand+cave&simid=608017881135909457&selectedIndex=4&cbir=sbi&ajaxhist=0 https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Og0jcUNl&id=0A54AB393D939E35CC9ADC7246EE40A10626423E&thid=OIP.Og0jcUNld-_aomb0G8qRqgHaEK&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fsharedmedia.grahamdigital.com%2fphoto%2f2018%2f06%2f26%2fthai%2520cave%2520soccer%2520team.jpg_12266369_ver1.0_1280_720.jpg&exph=720&expw=1280&q=soccer+team+trapped+in+thailand+cave&simid=608042718953934195&selectedIndex=17&cbir=sbi&ajaxhist=0 [FADE TO BLANK]  1 Corinthians 9.16
b. This is the greatest rescue operation opportunity…compared to recent hurricane rescues, etc.

What is the 						 & what do we 		 do		?  John, the good friend of Jesus lays it out for us in a scene recorded in John 4.8 – 35   

i. Jesus comes to the place of the well-known Jacob’s well in the region of Samaria, the city of Sychar.

ii. Jesus arrives at the wrong hour, meeting the wrong woman, with the wrong message…or so it seems.

iii. Then his disciples come back…missed it all!

iv. Jesus arouses their vision for ministry.  

v. Read John 4.35.  They look up and see the grain on the hillside, however, they may also be seeing the vast men of Sychar, clad in their white robes coming from the town to meet this mysterious man who knows all…









vi. Jesus is saying: Wake up and look around.  The fields are already ripe for harvest.  John 4.35 NLT


vii. In the world there are lost people, broken sinners, and faithful faltering followers of Jesus

viii. John 4, the woman at the well: be right, or bring love and truth.








Jesus is still exhorting us: 


Wake 			 up! Take notice				! Go harvest				!

Later today we will gather together to talk about the stuff of our ministry here at Southwood.  My encouragement for each of us is to evaluate whether or not when looking at the world around you, can you:



Reject the woes 			 and embrace the wows				!
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